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general direction from which the stream was flow-
ing, and that, to get home again, I must turn my
back to it, if I had lost my boat, as seemed certain.
Then began to come over me, like an evil spell, the
bewilderment and the panic which accompanied it.
Fortunately, I recognized this panic from the expe-
riences I knew of, and was aware that if I gave way
to it I was a lost man, beyond any finding by the
woodsmen, even if they attempted to track me.

Fresh wolf tracks were plenty all along the bank
of the stream; panthers and bears abounded in that
section, and the wilderness beyond me was never
explored, and hardly penetrable, so dense was the
undergrowth of dwarf firs and swamp cedars. I had
one terrible moment of clear consciousness that if I
went astray at that juncture no human being would
ever know where I was, and the absolute necessity
of recovering my sense of the points of compass was
clear to me. By a strong effort of the will, I re-
pressed the growing panic, sat down on a log and
covered my face with my hands, and waited, I had
no idea how long, but until I felt quite calm; and
when I looked out on the landscape again I found
the sun in his proper place and the landscape as I
had known it. I walked back to my boat without
difficulty and went home, and I never lost my head
again while I frequented the wilderness. I grew in
time to know the points of the compass, even when
the sky was covered, and often came home from my
excursions after sunset without confusion, but I
know that I then owed my escape from the most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